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derry, " and by sacrificing a great quantity of baggage, Sir
Arthur Wellesley got together forty cars, which enabled
us to bring forward in all about two thousand men. . . ." l
There were, however, of necessity many left behind, and
some distressing incidents occurred.
The abandonment of the town [states Lord Londonderry] was,
as may be imagined, a most heart-rending scene. Such of our poor
soldiers as were in a condition to move at all, crawled after us, some still
bleeding, and many more with their wounds open and undressed;
whilst those whose hurts were too severe to permit of this, lay upon
their pallets, and implored their comrades not to desert them.2
The abandonment of Talavera by an ally was a bitter
pill for the British General to swallow, since it robbed him
of the fruits of his hard-won victory, for on August yth,
the French General, Victor, who had been watching for just
such an eventuality, returned and occupied the city.
The tide of war now set strongly against General Wellesley.
The force under Soult, which he estimated to be about 15,000,
resolved itself into a much more formidable array, and on
arrival at Oropesa he found that the corps of both Soult and
Ney lay between him and the passage of the Tagus at Almaraz.
He was now, with his half-starved little army of 23,000,
brought up against a strong force of 53,000 good French
troops who cut off his retreat by the bridge of Almaraz.
His danger was extreme; if he fought and lost the battle
against the forces of Soult and Ney he was without retreat;
if Ney and Soult avoided battle until they were joined by
Victor, the English General would then have to fight an action
against their combined forces, equally without retreat. " The
fate of the Peninsula "5 says Napier," hung by a thread . . "*
General Wellesley, however, did not put it to the test,
but wisely withdrawing from his perilous position marched
towards Jaraicejo, where he remained until starvation drove
him out.
1 Londonderry, Vol 7, p. 418*          2 Ibid*, pp. 41?, 418.
5 Napier, VoL 77, p. i85.
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